Waterside Primary Academy Newsletter
Friday 20th December 2019
Dear Parents/Guardians,
IT’S CHRISTMAS! I can’t quite believe that we are here already – it has been a very productive, fun and lively term at
Waterside with so much achieved by all.
Christmas in Chesham
Firstly, thank you to Potter & Ford who let us visit their photo booth
during the Christmas light switch on. This was a lovely opportunity
to raise more money for the school and also to see many families
and friends from our school community, past and present.
Christmas Fayre
The Christmas Fayre was formally opened by The Chesham Town
Crier on Saturday 30th November. Entertainment included carol
singing, a performance from the Waterside Whistlers and the
school children performing many popular Christmas songs. There
was a great atmosphere throughout the school, with the Secret Room being a popular stall for the children – they
really kept all of Santa’s elves (the teachers) busy wrapping up special gifts! I am sure that you will all enjoy opening
these on Christmas Day! We were also fortunate enough to have a visit from Santa, who particularly enjoyed his new
grotto in the Woodland Library. Thank you to the PTA who again went over and above for the school, managing to
raise a whopping £1276! This is over £300 more than last year!

Marvellous Mrs Read
The super Mrs Read has received a special award for being a ‘Star in Schools’.
Despite only having been blessed with working with her for one term, I see the
invaluable contributions she makes to our school community, regularly going
above and beyond for the children at Waterside – she is definitely a star in our
school! I am sure that you will all join me in congratulating her for this welldeserved achievement!
Governor’s Award
An extra special well done to Ruby in 6 Wye
who has become the first winner of the
‘Governor’s Award’. This trophy is given out
to children who demonstrate our school values on a daily basis, in all that
they do. Ruby is an excellent role model to all of the children at Waterside,
which makes her an excellent winner of this accolade. We look forward to
presenting this again in the near future to another worthy recipient.
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Chesham Mayor Opens ‘Woodland Library’
As part of our drive to improve reading across the school, we
were delighted to recently share with you the news that our
new school library had been constructed over the Autumn half
term break. Staff have been working tirelessly since to band
every single book in the school to match our new reading
programme, Accelerated Reader, ready to launch in January.
On Wednesday 4th December, we were pleased to welcome
Chesham Mayor, Qaser Chaudhry to officially cut the ribbon to
our library, along with our PTA, who generously funded this
project, and representatives from classes across the school.
We have also been grateful to
receive books from Chiltern Hills Academy to help restock our library and provide a
broader range of genres for the children to select from. From January, all children will
be using the library on a regular basis, including for guided reading and reading for
pleasure sessions during the school day.
We are holding a parents’ workshop in our new library on Thursday 16th January at
3pm to explain the new programme to you. This is suited to parents of children in
years 2 to 6, with a further session on Thursday 23rd January (also at 3pm) for parents
of children in nursery to year 2 to explain our new phonics programme. It is vital that
you attend these sessions so you gain a good understanding of these schemes, so that
you can support your child/ren at home.
Santa Float
Thank you to the members of our school community who
came out on the evening of Thursday 5th December to assist
with collecting money with the Chesham Rotary Club. Not only
is this an excellent fundraiser for the school, it was also a
lovely community event (including singing, dancing) and a
great way of raising our profile in the local community. The
Rotarians commented how much they enjoyed spending the
evening with our community and were amazed by the turnout
– they said it was the best they had! Thank you and well done
everyone!
Pathways Curriculum
I am sure that you will agree, this has been a great success this term. There has been a real buzz around the school,
with children eager to share their learning experiences with me and other visitors in the school. Following on from
the Museum in October, children have experienced trips out into our local area, including Auberge chocolate factory
and held many successful community events. I have included a sample of photos below, but please do visit our
Twitter feed to see more!
As we move into the new term, we will be focussing our learning pathway on our local community. This will, again,
be a great opportunity to make an impact on our local area, with many real-life learning opportunities for the
children to immerse themselves in. If you would like to be part of this unit, please contact your child’s class teacher.

Waterside Primary Academy Newsletter
Friday 20th December 2019
Furthermore, if you know of any local organisations, charities, local heroes who you believe would be interested in
being part of enriching these topics, please email or speak to the office.

Nativity
One of my favourite events of the school year did not
disappoint! Children in Reception, year 1 and year 2 all
contributed to a wonderfully festive production of ‘The
Sleepy Shepherd’. The two performances on Wednesday
11th December were very well received by our audiences,
who appreciated the excellent narration, acting, singing and
dancing! Well done to everyone who took part in this and a
special thank you to all of the parents for designing such
creative costumes and to Mrs Mason and her production
team for putting together such an enjoyable show.
Christmas Dinner
On Wednesday 18th December, the Midday Team arranged an enjoyable Christmas Dinner for our whole school. The
children listened to music whilst being served by the staff. The Christmas Crackers were popular this year, with many
children cracking hilarious Christmas jokes and wearing funny props (including lots of the children growing
moustaches!). Thank you, in particular, to Miss Bell who created name labels and table decorations for all children
to make it an extra special experience for everyone at Waterside!
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Governance Updates – Mrs Jo Pearce (Chair of Governors)
It has been a productive and exciting term at Waterside, with many changes which have helped to progress the
school forward. In November, all of our governors attended a Vision and Values session, along with the teaching staff
(on a Saturday!), hosted by Mr Atherton. This was a chance for us all to come together to discuss our hopes and
aspirations for the school for the next few years.

Furthermore, I am delighted to announce that Kelly Morris has been elected to join our Local Governing Body as a
Parent Governor. I am sure that you would all wish to join me in congratulating Kelly (below), as the field of
applicants for the post was very strong! There are lots of ways in which you can
become involved with the school other than through the Local Governing Body. We are
always looking for volunteers to help our PTA, to assist with after school clubs and to
come into school to hear the children read. If you have any spare time, your help will
always be welcome; please contact the school office in the first instance.
On behalf of the Local Governing Body and the Red Kite Schools Trust, I would like to
wish you all a Merry Christmas and New Year. Your children are amazing, and we look
forward to welcoming them back to Waterside in January.
Moving Forwards
Another holiday means another chance to improve an area of the school! As well as completing the library books
operation and organising all of the new phonics books, we will be focussing on our Early Years and Nursery
classroom, to improve the provision in this classroom. The plan will be to update areas of the classroom to support
learning and allow for creative and language rich engagements between the children to assist them with their
communication and interactions. We look forward to sharing updates with you on the progress with this!
You will also have noted that we have updated various school polices over the last few weeks, which we will be
adopting from January. Please do familiarise yourself with these over the next few weeks – what else would you
rather be doing over Christmas!? Plans are also in place to improve the drop-off and collection and also the uniform
policy in due course.
Finally, thank you to all of you for your support and engagement in school life over the last term. It is wonderful to
hear positive comments (including on a recent Facebook thread) and to know that we are all working together to
make our school such a special place for the children.
I wish you all a relaxing and very Merry Christmas and happy New Year – see you in January!
Waterside Wishes,

Mr Atherton
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Key January Dates for your Diaries
Date & Time
Monday 6th January 2020
Tuesday 7th January 2020
Friday 10th January 2020
Thursday 16th January 2020
Thursday 23rd January 2020
Tuesday 28th January 2020

Event
INSET DAY
Children Return
INSET DAY
Reading Workshop - Parents
Phonics Workshop - Parents
Year 4 – British Film Institute Trip

Further Details
School Closed – Staff training
8.45am
School Closed – Staff training
3-3.30pm (School Library)
3-3.30pm (School Library)
See letter

